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FELLOWS PROPERTY PARK MASTER PLAN 

 

I. Introduction & Background 

In 1999, City Council passed a resolution resolving to initiate a master planning process 
for each park in the City. Since then, master plans have been created for Donald S. 
Frady Park, Cherry Hill Park, Madison Park, Roberts Park, Cavalier Trail Park, Isaac 
Crossman Park, Lincoln Park, West End Park, Howard E. Herman Stream Valley Park, 
Big Chimneys Park and Berman Park. 

In 2019, the City of Falls Church purchased the property located at 604 South Oak 
Street. Commonly known as the Fellows Property, the property is approximately 1.9 
acres nestled between Parker Avenue, Oak Street and Fellows Court and is across the 
street from Oak Street Elementary.  The property previously featured the home of City 
resident Lydia ñBettyò Fellows. 

The Fellows Property Master Park Plan will lead to a site plan for the park and will 
establish clear and concise plans to guide future development of the park, while serving 
to protect and preserve the Cityôs open space and natural resources. 
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The first step in the process for developing a Master Plan for Fellows Property was to 
conduct a public input survey in May 2020 followed by a public input meeting in 
November 2020 to gather information and suggestions from the citizens of Falls Church. 
The public input meeting was held virtually on November 4, 2020. On January 6, 2021, 
during the Advisory Board of Recreation and Parks Meeting, Kim Haun, Arlington 
Countyôs Urban Agriculture Coordinator, presented on Urban Agriculture practices. On 
March 2, 2021, during the Advisory Board of Recreation and Parks meeting, Stacey 
Evers, founder of Grow a Row FC and Co-Chair of the Urban Agriculture Work Group of 
the Fairfax County Food Council presented jointly with Cory Suter, Co-Chair of Urban 
Agriculture Workgroup of Fairfax County Food Council, highlighting the 
accomplishments of the Fairfax County's Urban Agriculture Work Group. An on-site 
public meeting was held on May 5, 2021. Using input from these meetings and 
presentations, a Master Plan was presented to the public on September 8, 2021. Over 
the following months, the plan underwent multiple revisions. A second community input 
meeting was held on February 2, 2022. Comments received during the public input 
process guide the park purpose, desired future visitor experience and park themes 
establish important guidelines for the Conceptual Development Plan. 

The Fellows Property Conceptual Development Plan makes recommendations for the 
preservation and future development of the park. 

A. Park Purpose 

1. Preserve and protect natural resources. 
2. Provide environmental education. 
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3. Promote environmental stewardship. 
4. Provide a variety of passive and limited active recreation activities for all age 

groups. 

B. Desired Future Visitor Experience 

1. Visitors will be able to participate in a variety of passive and limited active 
recreational activities. 

2. Visitors will be able to enjoy a natural park scape with passive recreation 
activities such as observing wildlife trail-walking and the inclusion of some form 
of urban agriculture. 

3. Visitors will be able to enjoy a natural park scape with possible limited active 
recreation be explored. Limited active recreation includes but is not limited to 
walking, biking and creative play. 

4. Through the utilization of an outdoor educational venue and/or interpretative 
information, visitors will be able to learn more about environmental issues such 
as resource protection. 

5. Visitors will be able to learn more about the history, importance and uses of 
present natural resources to the Indigenous people and early settlers of the City. 

C. Park Themes 

1. Neighborhood Park  
2. Interpretive Park  
3. Natural Resource Area 

D. Property Description 

As previously noted, the Fellows Property is a 1.9-acre parcel of land along South 
Oak Street, between Parker Avenue and Fellows Court, directly across the street 
from Oak Street Elementary.  Structures on the property were removed in Spring of 
2020. The 1.9-acre parcel is largely undeveloped except for the original foundation 
of the Fellows home, original well and an existing storm water structure toward the 
back of the property. The storm water structure toward the back of the property 
installed by the prior owner in preparation to develop the property for the 
construction of residential homes is no longer needed. It is the recommendation of 
the Advisory Board of Recreation and Parks that it be removed to allow for the 
reforestation of this section of the property. The rich variety of perennial plantings, 
shrubs, under-story trees and canopy trees ensure visual interest and color 
throughout the changing seasons. A good portion of the property is open, and grass 
covered but there are a considerable number of trees, brush, and shrubs on the 
property. Four exceptional mature trees on the property are designated as City 
Specimen Trees and are labeled.  The property is also a wildlife habitat. Public 
access to the park is currently available from South Oak Street. 
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E. Park Designation 

This plan describes the current resources in the park and makes recommendations 
for the preservation and future development of the park.  Fellows Property serves as 
a Neighborhood Park because of its natural beauty and the ability to enjoy a 
peaceful contemplative walk on the natural trail. Neighborhood Parks serve 
residents from the entire City. Natural Resource Areas are designated to conserve, 
protect and provide public use and enjoyment of an area rich in natural resources. 
The Fellows Property will be designated as a City Park under the ñParks for People 
Planò Section of the Cityôs Comprehensive Plan. 

 


